
2022 Bylaw Amendment 
Section 12.  Constitution – Election 

 
Currently reads: 
Section 12.  ELECTION.   The Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Associate Grand Matron, 
Associate Grand Patron, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Conductress and Grand Trustee may 
be placed in nomination from the floor without comment, and if there is no more than one nomination for 
any one of such offices, the nominee may be separately elected by acclamation.  If there is more than one 
nomination for any of eight officers, the election for such office shall be by written ballot.  The remaining 
elective officer, to*-wit:  Associate Grand Conductress shall be elected by written ballot without nomination, 
and a majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for a choice. 
 Grand Trustees shall be elected to serve for a term of five years, and upon expiration of that term 
shall not be eligible to succeed themselves. 
 The last ten (10) Grand Officers name in Section 11 shall be appointed by the Worthy Grand 
Matron-elect, WITH THE ADVICE of the Worthy Grand Patron-elect. 
 The maximum tenure of office, by annual election, for the Grand Secretary and the Grand Treasurer 
shall not exceed then (10) years. 
 The practice of soliciting votes for any office by any means or in condemned and prohibited as 
being unmasonic and contrary to the spirit and teachings of our Order. 
 
Change to read: 
Section 12.  ELECTION.   The Worthy Grand Matron, Worthy Grand Patron, Associate Grand Matron, 
Associate Grand Patron, Grand Secretary, Grand Treasurer, Grand Conductress and Grand Trustee may 
be placed in nomination from the floor without comment, and if there is no more than one nomination for 
any one of such offices, the nominee may be separately elected by acclamation.  If there is more than one 
nomination for any of eight officers, the election for such office shall be by written ballot.  The remaining 
elective officer, to-wit:  Associate Grand Conductress shall be elected by written ballot without nomination, 
and a majority of all votes cast shall be necessary for a choice.  When after five casts of ballots a majority 
has not been reached, the office of Associate Grand Conductress will remain vacant.  The Worthy Grand 
Matron-Elect would fill this vacancy by appointment of a Past Grand Matron or a qualified Past Matron who 
would be willing to be nominated for election during the next Annual Session. 
 Grand Trustees shall be elected to serve for a term of five years, and upon expiration of that term 
shall not be eligible to succeed themselves. 
 The last ten (10) Grand Officers name in Section 11 shall be appointed by the Worthy Grand 
Matron-elect, WITH THE ADVICE of the Worthy Grand Patron-elect. 
 The maximum tenure of office, by annual election, for the Grand Secretary and the Grand Treasurer 
shall not exceed then (10) years. 
 The practice of soliciting votes for any office by any means or in condemned and prohibited as 
being unmasonic and contrary to the spirit and teachings of our Order. 
 
Reason:  In recent years we have occasionally not received a nomination under the Seal of a 
Subordinate Chapter and nominations from the floor have also not quickly resulted in an election by 
majority.  It seems kinder and more appropriate to allow the position to remain vacant and allow additional 
time for a committed candidate to come forward rather than pressuring someone to accept who has not 
had time to thoughtfully consider the level of work required or the financial expenses.  In the meantime, 
the WGM would be able to appoint a Past Grand Matron to fill the station until the next election. It might 
also be appropriate for Chapters to develop a plan to financially assist potential candidates who find the 
funds a stumbling block to advancement of their name. 
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